enormous    crowds    of   Viennese.     Hysterical?     Delirious?
Daemoniac? None of these words describe that scene,

As each gun went by these great crowds shouted in chorus,
'We thank our Fiihrer!' A gun. 'We thank our Fiihrer!' A gun.
'We thank our Fiihrer!5 Another gun. cWe thank our Fiihrer!*
So it went on, for hours on end, the pandemonium of mechani-
cal armies and demented people, and as each gun reached the
Schwarzenberg Platz it turned to the right and disappeared
from sight and that road leads to the Czechoslovak frontier,
barely an hour distant, and the crowds shrieked louder and
louder. I have seen mass hysteria in many forms and many
places but never anything to compare with this. The good-
humoured and easy-going Viennese were transformed at a
touch of the Hitlerist wand into raving maniacs.

An Austrian with whom I watched the scene, a. man of pure
Austrian blood on both sides who had grown up by the Danube,
turned away from the window, pressed his hands to his fore-
head, then clasped them together and paced about the room,
muttering, CI have fairly good nerves, but this is too much for
me. What are all these troops and guns and tanks and aero-
planes for? They are not needed in Austria. Look how these
people have surrendered their hearts? Don't they see what this
means, don't they understand?'

My own nerves were on edge from the days and weeks of
shouting, the incessant noise of bombing aeroplanes overhead
and mechanized armies on the ground; indeed, I was rather
worried about them until some weeks later I read an article in
the Spectator by a young Englishman, Mr; John Low, who said
that he was twenty-two years old and tough but had also been
worn out by the pandemonium of those days in Vienna. I can
remember nothing since the war, and few things in it, that I
found so nerve-wracking. Now I sought to steady my friend
by telling him that the thing was done and could not be altered
and that, in my opinion, the raving crowds in the street outside
did understand what they saw and liked it.

About 7.30 p.m. came a summons to a press conference at
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